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Fluoroalcohols are used as common cosolvents for studies of the secondary and tertiary substructures of polypeptides
and proteins in aqueous solution. It has been proposed that small fluoroalcohol aggregates are crucial for the protein
structural altering process.[1] A rotational spectroscopic study of the monofluoroethanol (MFE) dimer was reported by our
group before.[2] In this presentation, we report our recent results on the MFE trimer and MFE-water clusters. We analyze
the competitive formation of intra- and intermolecular hydrogen bonds, processes that may be crucial for the changes
in protein structure that occur in fluoroalcohol-water solution. We show that the MFE trimer takes on a much different
binding topology from the recently reported phenol trimer.[3] The results will also be compared to the closely related
2,2,2-trifluoroethanol systems.
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